The Bechtel Park Wetland in Waterloo, Ontario was examined in an attempt to provide an integrated approach to the planning and management of wetlands in urban environments. 
ecological functions and establish its values. The results of the investigations raised four issues of concern: 1) urban runoff entering the Wetland is impairing water quality; 2) invasive plant species are threatening biodiversity; 3) beavers are cutting down trees and; 4) the lack of a delineated trail system is reducing the amenity value of the Wetland and leading to loss of vegetation. Options to address these concerns are discussed and the formation of a 'Friends of Bechtel Park' volunteer group is suggested. The paper concludes with a recommendation that pro-active planning of urban wetlands is essential if the functions and values of these ecosystems are to be sustained.
R6sum6
Le mar6cage du parc Bechtel (Rubec, 1980 
Methods
The integrated approach to the study was to conduct several concurrent investigations, all of which derived information from a variety of sources. The ecological development of the Wetland was investigated primarily using aerial photographs and sediment core analysis. lmages were obtained for the years 1947,1966, 1969, 1971, 1975, 1992 and 1995, and significant (Tyler et al., 1990 , Mulamoottil et al., 1991 and Braun (Tyler et al., 199Q 
Wetland Evaluation
A total score of 546 affords the Wetland a class 5 status according to the OMNR [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] classification system. This is an increase f rom the previous class 6 status (Mulamoottil et al., 1991 (Tyler etal., 1990) .
Well log data of the water (Harker et al., 1993 (Gabor et al., 1996 (Harker et al.,1993 (Roth, 1991 
